These were more noble than those Thessalonica, in that they the Wonp, with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures duily, whether those things were so.”’— 
« Prove all things; hold fust that which is good.”’-—Acrs, xvii. 11. 1 Tues. vy. 21. 


WILMINGTON, 28, 1824. {No. 14. 


Prinreo sy MENDENHALL WALTERS, No. 81, 
ESTABLISHED CHURCH nerate them by water and the Holy Ghost, 
and as having given unto them the forgive- 
ness of all their sins!’ while many of them 
The manner of constituting or ordaining |) are as vile young rogues as ever existed.— 
priests, is thus prescribed in the liturgy:— |; Then, when we come to bury them, we 
“The Bishop, with the priests present, shall || dare do no other, than send them all to hea- 
Jay their hands severally upon every one }| ven, though many of those we commit to 
that receiveth the order of priesthood; the || the earth, have been as wicked in life, as men 
rveceivers humbly kneeling upon their knees, || well can be on this side h—W. This surely 
and the Bishop saying: is agreat hardship. Yet we have no reme- 
“Receive the Joly Ghost, for the office |}dy. We must do it, or forfeit our roast beef 
and work of a priest in the church of God, || and pluin-pudding.” 
now committed unto thee by the imposition In contemplating the foregoing impudent 
of our-hands: whose sins thow dost forgive, || falshoods and impieties, acted in the name 
they are forgiven; and whose sins thou dost and presence of a pure and holy Being, we 
retain, they are retained ” cannot wondev that the author of the “ Black 
This is, in substance, the same as the || Book” should break out in the following 
mode pursued with the Homan Catholics, || language :— 


and by the ? reshylerian church in the Uni- “Talk of popery, of indulgences, and ab- 
ted States: in the sin forgiving article, the || solutions. Talk ofthe poor, naked, godless, 
latter has it thus: unenlightened Indian, who wanders on the 


“To the officers of the church, the keys || banks of the Niger or the Orinoque. Talk 
of the kingdom of Heaven are committed; || of the Chinese, who cuts his Deity with 
by virtue wiereof they have power respectively \\ scissors, or moulds him in paste. ‘Talk of 
to retain und remit sins, to shut that king-\\ the wretched Hindoo, who immolates his 
dom against the impenitent, and to open it}\ victim to Juggernaut; or of the wild Tartar, 
unto penitent sinners.’ (See Conf. of Faith, || who worships the invisible Lama. Talk of 
p. 145. all or any of these, or go to what age or coun- 

The following extract from Simpson’s |} try we may for examples of stupidity, it is 
“Plea for Religion,” will serve to show how || hardly possible to find a more gross and 
the foregoing doctrine is reduced to prac- || beastly absurdity than this part of the rites 
tice: of the Established Religion. However much 

“Tadd (says the author) a circumstance |} we may deplore the ignorance of savages, 
which seems an hardship to the enlightened |} we pray God, they may be long preserved. 
and conscientious part of the clergy. When || from being illumined with the Liturgy, and 
we baptize children, we thank God ‘that || humanized by the folerant principles of the 
it hath pleased him to regenerate them with || Church of England. 

‘the Holy Spirit, to receive them for hisown |} “ Among the different orders of our ec» 
children by adoption, and to incorporate |} clesiastical polity, there is none, with the 
them into his holy church.’ When the || exception of the parsons, vicars, and curates,, 
same children are presented to the bishop || who appear to perform any religious duty: 

for confirmation, he also addresses the Di- || the rest of the episcopal establishment, in- 


‘wine Being, as having ‘ vonchsafed to rege- cluding fhe archbisheps, kisheps, archdea>. 
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cons, deans, canons, and prebendaries, being 
clerical sinecurists, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, for no other purpose than to enjoy 
the loaves and fishes of the church.” 

The strictures of Simpson, and the author 
of the “Black Book,” are applicable to the 
practice of other sects, as well as that of the 
Episcopalians. “The keys of the kingdom 
of heaven,” are not permitted to rus¢ in the 
hands of others, nor is “the power fo retain 
and remit sins,” altogether a dead detter. In 
funeral sermons, who has not heard the de- 
crees put in force? Although it is a truth, 
having the clear evidence of an axiom, that 
all children, of whatever kindred, tongue or 
people, dying before they have lived to sin 
in their own persons, must be viewed with 
an equal eye by Him who is “no respecter 
of persons;” yet how often is the kingdom 
“ shut” against certain of these! If a child 
die out of the pale of the church—has not 
been “regenerated” by the sprinkling of 
‘water; and especially if the parent be an un- 
believer—has not been seen often to pay his 
tribute to the circulating charger—has not 
contributed “to the Lord’s treasury.” Over 
the grave of one of these, what doudts and 
fears salute the parent’s ear! But, how dif- 
ferent—how bright the opening prospect— 
when the guilt of Adam’s sin has been wash- 
ed away—when the fees have been remitted 
—*small dues” all paid up—how happy the 
State of such an infant!!—Although “fallen 
in Adam,” he is now “ redeemed” effec- 
tually called unto Christ, by his Spirit work- 
ing in due season’’—is “justified, adopted, 
sanctified, and kept by his power through 
faith unto salvation”!!! 


SPIRIT OF 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


GURNEY’S OBSERVATIONS. 


Yn our last essay, we made some remarks 
On the use of the term “ peculiarities,” as 
designating the doctrines and practice of 
the Society of Friends. The author him- 
self, it would seem, has had some misgivings 
in the use of this language; having thought 
‘Proper to add, in a an explanation, 


wherein he avows “the importance of the | 
religious peculiarities of Friends, and thei 
real connexion with the fundamental princi. | 
| ples of the Gospel of Christ.” In this at.| 
tempt to silence objections, the writer has| 
involved himself in further difficulties.— 7 
Thus the doctrine of divine internal light,§ 
which the Society has ever held up to the™ 
world, as the corner stone of the Christian) 
building, is here refused a place among the! 
fundamentals, having only a “ connexion” 
with them. Their Christian i 
against war, must be considered in the same] 
point of view. We are told also, in thell 
same page, that “Christians are united i i 
the great fundamentals of doctrine and prac-) 
tice.” Here the reader must infer that thely 
“ peculiarities” of the Society, are not to be} : 
ranked amongst the fundamentals, otherwise) 
they must cease to be “ peculiarities,” in i 
every sense of the word, for Christians arc| © 
“united in the great fundamentals.” 
Should the Bishop of London, the Pope 
or the General Assembly, undertake to write | 
a book on the doctrines and practice of the fj } 
Quakers, it would be quite in character, and) & 
consistent, for them to represent these doc-§ 
trines as mere “peculiarities,” or as having) : 
at best but a “connexion,” more or less dis-™ 
tant, with the fundamentals of Christianity. 4 ” 
But for a professor of these doctrincs—a 
member of the Socicty, to speak of them), 
in this ambiguous language, whilst addres. 
sing his “junior” brethren—thus to lower 7, 
the standard which primitive Friends held 7, 
up to the world, as that unfurled by Christ 7). 
himeelf, and under which the apostles ral- 74. 
lied, and to maintain which, they resisted 
(passively) unto blood; braving persecution 4, 
and death in every shape—has the appear- H 
ance of trimming, truckling, yielding to the 
spirit of the world. : 
Has the Christian world come over? have | 
forms and ceremonies, show and shadows fi 
given place to an inward, spiritual, sub- 4, 
stantial religion’ Is the practice of war— — 
have oaths, tythes, oppression, priestcraft, 
ceased in Christendom? Have the kingdoms 
of Christian Europe, in short, become “the a 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ” ?— $ 
The title of our author’s book answers, no‘ 
Although he tells us that the Christian 
world is “united in the fundamentals of doc: 


trine and practice” stil it has renounced 


| 
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none of these things—it continues to look 
upon the Christian testimonies of the frue | 
Quaker, as offensive “ peculiarities”—his 
life madness, and his end without honour! 
Let the “junior members” consult the 
history and writings of the Society, in its 
“rise and progress.” Here they find no 


» attempts at compromise—no ambiguous lan- 


guage—no half-way measures—here, at the 


> risk of tortures, and of life, they witness an 


p honest boldness, and undaunted decision; a 
) firm phalanx of worthies are seen opposing 


king-craft and priest-craft—lords and le- 


yites—fearlessly contending with “ the | 


© world, the flesh and the devil”—For what? | 
| Not for mere “ peculiarities,” but for the 
S highest interests of mankind—for the rights 
Hof conscience, and for “that faith once de- 
livered to the saints.” 


The 1st chapter of the work before us, 


Btreats of “the grounds of religious union, 
which subsist among mankind, in general, 
Hand more especially among Christians.”— 


| These grounds consist of three propositions: 


W) 1st. “God is the Creator, and merciful Fa- 
of us all.” 2d. “Christ died for us all.” 
: ; Sd. “A measure of the influence of the 
‘holy Spirit enlightens, and if obeyed, would 
us all.” 


| Weare not a little surprised that propo- 


r 
| 


Wsitions, creeds, or articles of religious be- 


o 


Hief should, at this day, be proposed, or held 
Heut as “the grounds of religious union:” Is 
“it not true that the article here mentioned, 


Yond others, growing out of them, have agi- 


Rated and divided Christians for more than 
Fifteen hundred years? It has long been con- 
Bended by a large number, that God has de- 


Rreed, from all eternity, the absolute and | 


Dnconditional destruction of a great propor- 
Zion of the human race. Now such as are 
ef this belief, cannot substribe to the Ist 


rticle, that “ God is the merciful Father of | 


bs ail.” Again; the opinions respecting the 

odus operandi of the death ef Christ, in the 
Work of salvation, have been various and 
fontradictory ; involving Christendom in 
isgraceful contest and disorder: and the 
$4 article that the Holy Spirit enlightens 
$l, and would save us all, is not less a mat- 
tr of controversy, aud by many is pertina- 
iously denied. 


_ But could all Christendom be brought to 


subscribe to the same creed in every detail, 
would it prove the “grounds of religious 
union”? Has the author ever contemplated 
two opposing, Christian armies, brought to- 
gether, and arranged in order of battle, for 
the purpose of mutual annihilation’ This is 
not only a possible but a probable case.— 
Millions have butchered one another in this 
manner, within the last fifty years. Here, 
then, we are enabled to form a just estimate 
of the “breadth” of this writer’s “founda- 
tion in religion,” (p. 1.) Here are men in 
the opposing ranks, engaged .n destroying 


each other, who are not only agreed on 


three or four general propositions, but on 
AnricLes—in short, on every 
particular in a voluminous Conrzssion oF 
Farr; and all accepting, and professing, 
full and implicit belief in the sacred wri- 
tings, as the primary rule of faith and prac- 
tice. Even the ministers themselves, on 
these occasions, are engaged in solemn 
prayer to “the Creator, and merciful Father 
of us all,” to be propitious, and to strength- 
ev the arm that grasps the murderous wea- 
pon!! How can the author reconcile such 
scenes—Christendom in arms—her hostile 
fleets covering the ocean; her armies the 
land—with his assertion that “Christians 
are united in the great fundamentals of doce 
trine and practice’? 


What then is “the breadth of that foun- 
dation” ?—Is it an assent to certain proposi- 
tions—a “union” in a”creed, system, or no- 
tional faith? Alas! how slippery is this 
ground!! A mere breath—a nothing suffices 
to excite a storm of the passions: this 
“ground of religious union,” a sandy foun- 
dation, trembles beneath us; it sinks, and 
we fall an easy prey to “ The lusts that war 
in our members”! 

What then is that sure foundation, which 
will stand, when the storms arise, and the 
winds blow? Not creeds, nor systems of re- 
ligion, however orthodox; nora knowledge 
and mere beliefin the Scriptures, or any out- 
ward instrument, but an attention to, and 
obedience of that, to which the Scriptures 
call and direct us, and by and through which 
they were written: even to the “Light that 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into 
the world’’—or, in other words, to “the 
Grace of God, which bringeth salvation,” 


and which “is giyen to ¢yery man to profit 
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withal. *” This will enable us to put in prac- | phatic language of the etinlet: in the 18th 
tice the simple, but sublime precepts of our chapter of Ezekiel, ever was, and ever will 
Lord—“ Love your enemies; bless them |) remain to be, applicable, and which the So. 
that curse you; do good to them that hate | ciety of Friends adopt as the sum of their J 
you, and pray for them that despitefully use || views on this subject. —** The soul that sin. 
you and persecute you”—* Resist not evil, || neth it shall die. The son shall not beay 
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right | the iniquity of the father; neither shall the 
cheek, turn to him the other also.” —*“ But | father bear the iniquity of the son. The 5 
no!”’ say these fighting Christians, and right | righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 4 
reverend divines, “these doctrines form no him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
part of our creed; they are mere Quaker be upon him. But if the wicked will tury 
* peculiarities.’"—We are ‘united in all the | from all his sins that he hath committed, and 
fundamentals of doctrine and practice.’ ’’'! keep all my statutes, and do that which is 
In examining the “grounds of religious | lawful and right, he shall surely live, he 
union,” the author has introduced some | shall notdie. All his transgressions that he 
doctrinal points in such a manner, as to jus- | hath committed, they shall not be mention. 
tify a doubt, at least, whether his views ac- | ed unto him: in his righteousness that he 
cord with those of the Society of Friends.— | hath done, he shall live. But when the J 
Thus, in adverting to our first parents, he | righteous turn away from his righteousness, 
has these expressions: “Adam, in whom | and committeth iniquity, and doeth accord. | 
man fell” —* The universality of the fall”— || ing to all the abominations that the wicked J 
* All men are exposed to death, through the } man docth, shall he live? All his righteous. | 
sin of Adam”—* All men participate in the | ness which he hath done shall not be men- 
disease arising from the sin-of Adam,” &c. | tioned: in his trespass that he hath tres. § 
Does he believe in the doctrine that Adam | passed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, | 
was “a public person’”—the “federal head | in them shall he die.” ‘ 
of mankind”—that all mankind were “in |  Again—the author speaks of the “merits " 
his loins,” and that he covenanted with the | and mediation of Christ” in such a manner, § 
Deity for all his posterity, and consequently | as to give the impression to his readers, that 
that the guilt of his sins are imputed to | he is inculeating the doctrine of imputative 
them? This, truly, would be “receding | righteousness, to a greater extent than has @ 
from genuine Quakerism, and approachin,> | been admitted by any of the primitive wr'- 
the Reformed churches” !* | ters in the Society. In page 14, he says: 
The Society deny the absurd doctrine of | The extent of faith required in man, in or- 
imputative sin, so derogatory to divine jus- |! der that he may, be accepted with the Su- 
tice: all their writers, in clear language, | | preme Being, will ever be proportioned to 
testify against it. Every child, they say, is || the extent of light communicated.” But he 
born into the world innocent, and remains so, | adds immediately: “Those to whom the 
until he sins in his own person; until he vio- | merits and mediation of the Son of God, are 
lates a known law—hears the voice “Thou made known, {by the Scriptures] are un- 
shalt not eat,” and disobeys it as Adam did. | _doubtedly required to believe in the merits 
They deny that Adam ever contracted with || and mediation of the Son of God.” 
the Almighty for the future state of unborn | ‘Thus to those who have the Scriptures, 
myriads. He was but the recipient of his | salvation is made to depend on an outward 
Maker’s law, and his duty and his happi- 1 belief in the outward merits and mediation 
ness, as those of all his posterity, were in- \ of Christ, gathered from oulward evidence.* 
cluded in the terms “ Hear and obey, and | This is his “plan of redemption,” for he 
thy soul shall live”! “The seed of the wo- |, — 
man,” asit spoke in Adan, first to forewarn, | || * In this author’s “ Letter to a friend on 
and after his fall, to reform and reclaim, so | the authority, purpose, und effects of Christi- 
it has never ceased to speak in every indivi- anity,” the same ovurwann faith, and ovt- 
sete of the human family, to whom the ng wanp views, of the Christian religion, are 
| | | given more at lurge. This work will be mere 
* Brownlee, App. p. 29. " pertienlarly noticed in a futere essay. 
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follows the with the follow- | 


We will close this essay with an extract 


ing remark: “ Those from whom the plan of | from the 1st volume of Isaac Pennington’s 
redemption is concealed, and to whom the | works, in order that the reader may contrast 
Deity is made manifest oxty by his outward | the avails gathered from “ various commen- 


works, and by his law written on the heart, | 


_ tators,” with the deep religious experience 


may nevertheless so believe in God, that it | of one, whose hands had “handled of the 
shall be counted to them for ‘righteous. | Word of Life”’.— B. 


ness 999 


Here then are fwo faiths, and two plans of | 
redemption; one for those who have the | 
Scriptures, and another for those who have | 


-— 


“ A Christian is to be a follower of Christ, 
| and consequently must have the same rule 


them not. Now the Quakers believe that | | to walk by as Christ had. Now what was 
there is but one “ plan of redemption,” and | hisrule? Was it not the fullness of life which 
that this plan embraces all mankind, and is { he received? And what is their rule? Is it 


. 
by no means “concraten” from any, for it | 


not the measure of life which they receive’ 


consists simply i in an obedience to that light | | Was not Christ’s rule the law of the Spirit; 


which “enlighteneth every man that cometh | \ 
into the world.” They also believe, con- | 
trary to this writer, that no saving know- | 
ledge of God can be communicated to the | 
soul of man, through any other medium than | 
by “His law written on the heart,” or, in| 
other words, by “The light within.” ‘The | 
Scriptures can, in no wise, convey this know- | 
ledge. They are not, in themselves, a reve- | 
lation, but the history only, of a revelation, | 
and can propagate no other than a historical | 
or traditional faith; and all the value which 
they (or any other instrument) possess, rests | 
wholly on this /ight within, by which alone 
they can be profitably read and understood, 
and which light is able to save “to the utter- | 
most,” all who come unto it. 

It is much to be regretted, that the amia- | 
ble author of this work, has taken up the 
pen so soon. ‘There is, “ First the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the 
ear.”” (Mark iv. 28.) We do not perceive | 
here the full corn in the ear: it is evidently | 
the unripe fruit of but a very few years of | 
religious experience. In his preface, he 
tells us that he has availed himself “ of the 
well-applied learning and useful researches” 
of “various commentators.” Now these 
commentators differ, infinitely, among them- 
selves, and their “useful researches” have | 
given rise to much controversy and discord. 
The Society have hitherto rejected their 
well-applied learning,” and recommended 
the simple text to its members: believing 
that “researches” made into the deep things 
of God, under no better guide than human 


“learning,” can never result in any thing 
‘Word, but received the thing: they spake 


* useful.” 


the law which the Spirit wrote in his heart? 
And is not their rule the law of the Spirit; 
the law which the Spirit writes in their 
hearts’? Lo, L come to dothy will, O God! 
saith Christ, when he cometh into the world. 
But by what rule? By what law? Thy law 
is within my heart. And the same Spirit 
who wrote it there, is also to write the new 
covenant with all the laws of it, in the heart 
of every Christian, from the least to the 
greatest. Yea, the same Spirit that dwelt 
in Christ’s heart, is to dwell in their hearts, 
according to the promise of the covenant. 
“Among the Protestants, the rule is the 
Scriptures, according as they can under- 
stand them by their own study, or according 


as they can receive the understanding of 


them from such men as they account ortho- 
dox. And hence arise continual differences, 
and heats, and sects, one following this in- 
terpretation, another that. And this is a 
grievous apos stacy, and the root, spring and 
foundation’ of all the rest; for he that miss- 
eth in his beginning—he that begins his re- 
ligion without the true rule—how can he 
proceed aright in any thing afterwards? 
“The scriptures are not that living Word, 
which is appointed by God to be the rule 
of a Christian; but they contain words spo- 
ken by the Spirit of God, testifying of that 
Word, and pointing to that Word, which is 
to be the rule. So Peter calleth that the 
Word of God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever. And this Word, that liveth and abi- 
deth forever, was the Word the apostles 
preached, and they that believed did not 
cry up the words the apostles spake forthe 
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of; the ingrafted Word; which being re- 
ceived with a meek, quiet, and submissive 
spirit, is able to save the soul. This is the 
Word of faith, that is nigh in the heart, and 
inthe mouth. This is the Word that stands 
at the door of the heart, and speaks to be 
let in, (Behold I stand at the door and 
knock): And when it is let in, it speaks 
what is to be heard and done. Is Christ in 
you, and shall he not hold the reins and rule ’ 
Shall the Living Word be in the heart, and 
not the rule of the heart? Shall he speak in 
the heart, and man or woman in whom he 
speaks, run to the words of Scripture, for- 
merly spoken, to know whether these be 
his words or no’? Nay, nay, his sheep know 
his voice better than so. Did -the apostle 
John, who had seen and tasted and handled 
and preached the Word of Life, send Chris- 
tians to his epistles, or any other part of 
Scripture, to be their rule’? Nay, he direct- 
ed them to the anointing as a sufficient 
teacher. The kingdom of heaven is within 
you, saith Christ; and he bids seek the king- 
dom. Light the candle, sweep thine own 
house, seek diligently for the kingdom; 
there it is, if thou canst find it. Now he that 
hath found the kingdom within, shall he 
look without, into words spoken concern- 
ing the kingdom, to find the laws of the 
kingdom? Are not the laws of the kingdom 
to be found within the kingdom? Shall the 
kingdom be in the heart, and the laws of 
the kingdom be written without in a book? 
Is not the Gospel a ministration of the Spi- 
rit? And shaJl he who hath received the 
Spirit, run back to the letter to be his guide? 
Shall the Living Spirit, that gave forth the 
Scriptures, be present, and not have pre- 
eminence above his own words? 

“ The scribes and pharisees made a great 
noise about the law and ordinances of Mo- 
ses, exclaiming against Christ and his disci- 
ples, as breakers and profaners of them; yet 
they themselves did not truly honour the 
law and ordinances of Moses, but their own 
doctrines, commandments and traditions. — 
So those now who make a great noise about 
the Scriptures, and the institutions of the 
apostles, do not honour the Scriptures or 
the institutions of the apostles; but their 
meanings, their own conceivings, their own 
inventions, and imaginations thereupon. 

**The prophets and apostles, who wrote 


the Scriptures, first had the life in them: 
and he who understands their words, must 
first have the life in him. He that under. 
stands the words of life, must first live in 
himself. And the life, from which the 
words came, is the measure of the words, 
and not the words of the Life. (Pa. 81.) 

“And whereas you seem to refer all 
to the trial of the Scripture, both station, 
doctrine and practice; surely if ye had done 
so in truth, ye would have more patiently 
heard their testimony according to the 
Scriptures. Every man pretendeth Scrip- 
ture, but none truly honour it, but they who 
are guided by that Spirit which it testifieth 
of. Ali! friends! ye had need take heed 
and consider, lest the bastardly birth in you 
hath taken up an habitation in the letter, 
without knowing the mind of the Spirit, 
whose presence killeth the carnal part, and 
shutteth out the wisdom of the flesh front 
meddling with the Scriptures. (Pa. 304.) 

“The love unfeigned is banished; a 
feigned love, such a love as enmity and vio- 
lence proceeds from, is got in the place of 
it. The true Love loves the enemy, and 
cannot return enmity for enmity, but secks 
the good of them who hate it; but this love 
can persecute and hate that which it calls 
the friend, nay, the brother, because of some 
difference in opinion or practice. (Pa. 16.) 

“The true ground of hope is Christ 
in the heart, and the true hope is that which 
ariseth from this ground, from the feeling 
of Christ there: “Christ in you the hope of 
glory.” What is the true Christian’s hope’ 
It is Christ in him; he hath eternal life abi- 
ding in him; and he knows that cannot but 
lead to glory. But what is the common 
Christian’s hope’ He fastens his hope upon 
the relation, and his belief of an history.— 
He that believeth shall be saved. I believe; 
therefore I shall be saved. (Pa. 18.) 

“The true righteous stands in the faith, 
in hearing and obeying the Word of 
faith. Disobedience to the law is unriglh- 
teousness, and brings death; and disobedi- 
ence to the living Word is unrighteousness, 
and cannot be justified, but condemned; 
and obedience to it cannot be condemned, 
but justified: so that when the soul hears, 
believes, and obeys, then it is justified: 
then its former sins are forgotten, and this 
is imputed to it unto rightcousness. But 
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when the soul will not hear, will not believe, 
will not obey, this unbelief is judged in him, 
and his sins retained, and not remitted.— 
Now is not this a just and equal way of jus- 
tification, O ye sons of men! God’s way of 
imputation will stand; but man’s invented 
way of imputation, which sprung up in the 
apostacy, will not stand. (Pa. 20.) 

“The apostle Paul saith ‘an idol is 
nothing in the world.’ An idol is no true 
thing in its place; but a false thing set up 
instead of the true. A false conception of 
God, in the mind, is an idol. (Pa. 30.) 

“There are three that bear record 
m heaven—the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit. That these three are distinct, 
as three several beings or persons: this they 
read not; but in the same place they read, 
that they are One. And thus they (the 
Quakers) believe their being to be One, 
their life one, their light one, their wisdom 
one, their power one: and he that knoweth 
and seeth any one of them, knoweth and 
secth them all, according to that saying of 
Christ to Philip, “He that hath seen me, 
hath seen the Father.’ (Pa.265.) And again 

“God is one, There are many names 
but the thing is one. The life, the power, 
the wisdom, in the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
is all One: yea, they themselves are One, 
perfectly One, not at all divided or separa- 
ted: but where the Father is, the Son is; 
and where the Son is, the Spirit is; and 
where the Spirit is, there is both the Father 
and the Son, who tabernacle in man in the 
day of the Gospel. And where these are, 
there that is which is to be preferred before 
all words, which was before them, and is, in 
nature, Spirit and glory, above them. P.693. 

“They believe that Christ is the 
eternal light, life, wisdom and power of 
God, which was manifested in that body of 
flesh, which he took of the virgin. Now 
they distinguish, according to the Scrip- 
tures, between that which is called the 
Christ, and the bodily garment which he 
took. The one was flesh, the other Spirit. 
The flesh profiteth nothing, (saith he,) the 
Spirit quickeneth; and he that eateth me, 
shall live by me, even as I live by the Father. 
This is the manna itself, the true treasure; 
the other, but the visible or earthen vessel 
which held it. The body of flesh was but 
the yeil, The eternal life was the substance 


veiled. The one he did partake of, as the 
rest of the children did; the other was he 
which did partake thereof. The one was 
the body which was prepared for the life, 
for it to appear in, and be made manifest.— 
The other was the life or light itself, for 
whom the body was prepared, who took it 
up, appeared in it to do the will, and was 
made manifest to those eyes which were able 
to see through the veil wherewith it was 
covered. And is it nota good way to know 
this by unity with it, by feeling a measure 
of the same life made manifest in our morta 
flesh? This we confess is our way of under- 
standing things; and likewise of understand- 
ing the Scriptures, which speak of these 
things. And we have found it a far surer 
kind of knowledge; namely, to understand 
the Scriptures by experience of that where- 
of the Scripture speaks, than to guess atthe: 
things the Scripture speaks of, by consider- 
ing and scanning in the earthly part, what 
the Scriptures speak of them. (Pa. 266.) 

“Such as did own Christ after the 
flesh, such as were convinced by his mira- 
cles (as Nicodemus and many of the honest- 
er sort of the Jews were), yet Christ did not 
commit himself to them. He knew this 
faith and this owning of him, which was 
founded upon the wisdom and ingenuity of 
the creature, would fail; and so he would 
not own it in Nicodemus; but bids him look 
after the new birth. (Pa. 344.) 

“ A man may be saved, though he 
shouldmot know the literal name Christ, 
&e. The names are but the signification of. 
the thing spoken of; for it is the life, the 
power, (the being transformed by that) that 
saves, not the knowledge ofa name. And 
Christians mightily deceive themselves here- 
in: for they think to be saved by believing 
a relation concerning Christ, as he appeared 
in a fleshly body, and suffered death at Je- 
rusalem. Whereas Christ is the same yes- 
terday, to-day and forever; and the saving 
knowledge reveals him, not only as he was 
then, but as he was the day before, and will 
be forever. (Pa. 94.) 

“The food which man should feed on 
is the tree of life; the Word which liveth 
and abideth forever, which is in the midst of 
the garden of God; which Word was made 


flesh for man’s weakness sake, on which 
fiesh the living soul feeds, and whose bleed. 
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the living soul drinks, and so is nourished | of life, which is made there i in ‘Christ. They 


up to eternal life. (Pa. 86.) are written in the heart, in the mind, as far 
“The saving knowledge of Christ is || as it is renewed; there the fear is put, there 
not literal, traditional, or fleshly, nor can it || the eternal wisdom is opened, there is Zion 
be received by the natural understanding; || known, and the Jerusalem which is from 
but it is spiritual, and the understanding || above, and the laws of eternal life issue fresh 
must be given of God that receiveth it. He | from it, and are revealed by the life inthe 
hath given us an understanding that we may || heart which is turned towards the life. 422. 
know him that is true. (Pa.34.) **Now he that can find any thing of 
“The name of the Saviour is, The | God built up in his heart (vea, if he can find 
Light; The Light of the world; a Light to |, but the beginning of the true sanctuary ) he 
enlighten the Gentiles, that he may convert || may also find Christ ministering there; even 
and make them God’s Israel, and become ' the true high-priest offering up the sacrifi- 
their glory. The darkness this Light shines / _ces, and interceding with the Father; as also 
in, is man: man’s heart, man’s conscience, |) giving the soul the food of the holy things 
man’s spirit. This is the World, which | to eat of. (Pa. 508.) 
Christ the sun of righteousness,- is-the light | “Redemption is the purchasing of the 
of. (Pa. 88.) 


| veseel out of the captivity and misery of 
“Know that in thee that purifies thee, |! death, into the libe ‘tty and blessedness of 


and then thou knowest Christ, and the Fa- the divine life, sown, revealed, grown up, 
ther, and the Spirit: and as that lives and |! and perfected in the heart. The Redeem. 
grows up in thee, so shalt thou know their | _er is the Son of God, the child of God’s be- 
dwelling-place, and partake of their life and ) | getting, the divine image, who naturally be- 
‘lieves ail fulfils the will of the Father, in 

“This is to know Christ, namely, to | every vessel which it hath prepared. He 
know the life; and this is to obey Christ, to | redeems by his blood, by his lite, by his 
ubey the life; and this is the kingdom of power, by his nature sown in the vessel, and 
Christ which is to come, to have the Life | | transforming the vessel into its own like- 
reign in power and great glory. But the | ness. Yea, thisis indeed redemption, when 


knowing or believing an history concerning || the creature is changed into, and brought 
Christ, this is not the knowledge or the faith: | forth in, the image, power, nature, virtue, 
Antichrist, all along the apostacy, in all his |) and divine life of him that redeemeth; and 
various forms, hath known and believed | the old contrary image perfectly blotted out, 
thus: and this kind of knowledge must pass |) by the presence and indwelling of the new. 
away further than it can find a place and |, | This is perfect redemption, (the least mea- 
service in the life. (Pa. 139.) | sure whereof is redemption in a degree.) 

“There is no way to become an heir | And after this, springs up the glory of the 
of the kingdom of God, but by being begot- | life in the vessel, even the glory which it 
ten and born of his Spirit; which blows up- | had with the Father before the world was. 
on the spirit of man, breathes life into him, | In the nature of the life the glory is hid; itis 
and forms him in the eternal image. (p.252) |) : sown in the seed, it dies with the seed, it is 


“In the Spirit which begets, and in the |' raised with the seed. When Zion in any 


Truth which is begotten by it, is the true | heart is built up, it is natural to the Lord to 
‘unity. (pa. 253.) 


appear there in his glory; and the pure eye 
“ Christ’s kingdom, God’s kingdom, || sees it, and the pure heart enjoys, and is 


the kingdom of heaven, (for they are all || one with it. So that as there is a true en- 
one and the same,) i. that seed of eternal | trance into, fellowship in, and enjoyment 
life which God hath hid in the hearts of the || of the death of Christ, so is there also of the 
sons of men, whereby he gathereth them || resurrection and glory of the redeemed life; 
back unto himself, bringing them under the || which is the portion and inheritance God 
yoke of his government, ruleth over them, | hath prepared for and will give unto Zion in 
and reigneth in them. (pa. 421.) the sight of all the world, whereby she shall 

“The laws of this kingdom are giv- || become the beauty, joy and praise of the 
en forth in the kirigdom from thie covenant | whole earth. And if the Lord did not teach 
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my to give up the outward in India, is made up chief 
knowledge of every thing, and press after ly of certain dogmas, and external rites, 
the inward life, 1 might soon grow wise | | Thus to believe in imputative sin, and in im- 
after the flesh, but lose the fresh oil which | _ putative righteousness; in the trinity, and in 
supplieth and nourisheth me. My spirit | the efficacy, either of the baptism of John, 
boweth and presseth within me, in great |) or that of the Romish church, (sprinkling, ) 
earnestness to the God of mercies, that ye and in the Jewish passover, called the Lord’s 
may not be left behind the flock, whose | supper, is with these Missionaries to become 
path is living, and who follow the living | , a convert to Christianity. As to “* dealing 
{votsteps of the Lamb, who leadeth by his | justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly,” 
living Spirit from life to life into his king- || and such like matters, this is with them no- 
dom.” (Pa. 610.) thing but sheer morality.” 
The foregoing remarks are mich strength- 
| ened, if not confirmed, by the following ex- 
| tracts of a correspondence between “ Mr. 
i Adam” and “ Mr. Ware,” which the reader 
| will find published more at large in the 
‘Christian Register,” and from which we 
, made some extracts in our last number. 

For the wrath of God is nzvraten from questions: 
Heaven against «ll ungodliness, and unright- _ Specting missionary concerns, and answered 
eousness of men.” —* or when the Grextites, by 4dam. Tothe question respecting the 


which have not the law, do by nature the things || success of the exertions of the Missionaries, 
contained in the law, these having not tie law, is the following reply :— 


are @ law unto themselves: which show the | © Real success must consist either in the 


| will enable the natives to judge of Christi- 
The Missionaries sent out to convert the | anity when it is made known to them; in 
heathens to Christianity, profess to believe | the diffusion of a knowledge of what Chris- 
that the latter are wholly unacquainted with tianity is; in the gradual relinquisiment of 
revealed religion, and that they will all goto | idolatry; or in particular instances of con- 
perdition without their interference. Now || version. 
nothing, we believe, is farther from the | ‘ (1) There canbe no doubt that general 
truth thanall this. ‘The seed of the king- || information is gradually spreading through- 
dom is sown by the great Husbandman in | out Bengal, particularly amongst the high 
every heart, and it isthe province of the la- | and middling classes of natives, and I have as 
borer who may be sent into the harvest, to || little doubt that Missionaries have materially 
cultivate, improve, and promote the growth | contributed to spread it either by their own 
of this seed, and nut to plant any thing of || labors, or by exciting the efforts of others, 
his own there. or by calling forth the zeal of the natives to 
Now the seed which the Missionaries are |} acquire and communicate it. 
sowing in heathen grounds, is not of one | (2) They do not appear to me to have 
kind, but various, gathered from rank weeds |} been successful in diffusing to any consid- 
which have sprung up from those hot-beds, | erable extent a knowledge of Christianity 
the universities, the theological schools, and | amongst the unconverted natives. This is 
synods, and councils, and the heads of theo- | | true, even admitting that the religious sys- 
jogians. This seed, although it is palmed | | tem of the Missionaries is the religious sys- 
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upon the world as genuine, yet by the skil- | 


‘| tem of the New Testament; but their suc- 


ful husbandman it is readily distinguished | cess has been still less when we consider 


from the ‘* seed of the woman,” for it will | 
not “bruise the serpent’s head,” nor will | 
the serpent * bruise his hecl.” 

To drop the figure, the religion which the | 


Miggionarics ate endeavoring to propagate 


that these two systems are so much opposed 
to each other. The doctrines which they 
teach, with the exception of the incarnation 


of the Deity, which is an idea very readily | 
admitted by the native mind, are verv Iitfle 
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known. When they are attended to, in so 
far as they agree with preconceived notions, 
they only produce the conviction of a com- 
munity of faith; in so far asthey are under- 
stood to disagree they chiefly call forth ex- 
pressions of contempt and ridicule; and in 
so far as they are either unintelligible or not 
understood, they excite only a fecling of 
blank and aimless wonderment. As far as 
I have beeh able to observe and judge, high 
and low, rich and poor, learned and unlearn- 
ed, are, with few exceptions, alike ignorant 
of the peculiar evidences and doctrines of 
Christianity, as well as the peculiar duties 
and expectations of Christians. An intelli- 
gent native, wil®probably be found to re- 
ceive few specific ideas, respecting Christi- 
anity, from the preaching of the missionaries. 
The general impression left on his mind 
will, I believe, be, that it is a system friend- 
ly to polytheism, but opposed to idolatry; 
representing the Deity as partial in his.re- 
gards to his creatures, but inculcating a 
purer and stricter morality than his own. 

(3) Idolatry is, though very slowly, fall- 
ing into desuetude, at least among the na- 
tives in Calcutta. This, however, I do not 
attribute to the labors of the Missionaries, 
as those who have relinquished it are, if we 
may credit the Missionaries themselves, 
more opposed to them than even idolaters. 
A native gentleman on whose authority I 
can rely, computes that about one tenth of 
the reading native population of Calcutta 
have rejected idolatry; and of these he sup- 
poses about one third have rejected Rev- 
elation altogether, although few of them 
profess to do so; and the remaining two 
thirds are believers in the Divine Revela- 
tion of the Veds. This latter class have de- 
rived their views from those spiritual por- 
tions of the Ved which have been recently 
translated and published in Bengallee.” 

To the question, What is the number of 
eonverts? Adam gives the following reply: 
“In the Quarterly Friend of India, edited 
by the Serampore missionaries, a writer— 
understood to be Dr. Marsham—speaks of 
the number of natives who have given up 
idolatry by embracing Chrisfianity, as alrea- 
dy including ‘a native Christian population 
ef more than a thousand.’ Again, he speaks 
of there being altogether ‘nearly a thousand 
waptised natives.’ And stil further on he 


speaks of ‘a native Protestant population, 
including perhaps a thousand individuals 
young and old,’ having ‘gradually grown up 
in this Presidency within these twenty-two 
years.’ Whoever the writer may be, this is 
manifestly the language of one, whe on this 
occasion, did not attend to the accuracy of 
his statements. The native Christians, it 
would appear, are estimated at somewhat 
about a thousand, but it is left uncertain 
whether they are more than a thousand, 
nearly a thousand, or perhaps a thousand; 
whether this number includes only the bap- 
tised, i. e. adult persons, or the young, i. e. 
the unbaptised descendants of the former; 
and whether also it includes all those whe 
have died, been excommunicated, or have 
apostatised, within these twenty-two years, 
or only those who are now alive, and in full 
communion with the Baptist churches. In 
the Serampore & Calcutta Second Report, 
for 1822, of Baptist churches and missionary 
stations, in Bengal and Hindooston, there is 
a similarly indefinite expression. It is there 
represented to be ‘a pleasing fact, that 
Christianity has made such an advance in 
this country, that it has now become abso- 
lutely necessary to prepare beoks for Hin- 
doo preachers, and means for enlarging the 
minds of hundreds of native Christians in 
knowledge.” How many hundreds of na- 
tive Christians there are, is not stated. 

“ Leaving these vague and unsatisfactory 
accounts, I shall now quote some particular 
statements. In the Baptist Magazine for 
July 1819, as quoted in the Quarterly Friend 
of India, there is an extract of a letter from 
Serampore to the following eflect»— It 
appears from an account drawn up by one 
of our native brethren, that there are living 
at Serampore, one hundred and sixteen per- 
sons, drawn from idolatry and the delusions 
of Mahomet; we would call them Christians; 
some of them are indeed our joy, and we 
hope will be our crown of rejoicing; while 
respecting others, we confess, and we do it 
with weeping, that we have been disap- 
pointed; by their conduct they are the ene- 
mies of the cross of Clirist; but even about 
them there is something to cheer the mind; 
they have not returned, they have no wish 
to return to idolatry; not a single case has 
occurred of a man after his baptism ever re- 


turning heartily to idolatry.”” This letter is 
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honorable to the zeal and christian feeling 
of the writer, and exhibits, upon the whole, 
a correct view of the salutary tendency of 
the instructions given by the Missionaries, in 
preventing even apostates from returning 
heartily to idolatry; but we are not told how 
many of the above-mentioned number had 
remained steady in their christian faith and 
practice, nor how many had fallen away. 
Having never seen or heard of nearly so 
great a number of native Christians at Ser- 
ampore, I conclude that a very considerable 
proportion of them must have been of the 
latter description. In the Monthly Friend 
of India for May, 1820, the number of the 
native converts in the employment of the 
Missionaries at Serampore is gtated to be 
thirty-five, besides from ten to fifteen na- 
tive christian itinerants in different parts of 
the country; I think it probable that the en- 
tire number of native converts at Seram- 
pore is not'much greater. 

“The Calcutta Baptist Missionaries have 
baptized altogether four native converts, of 
whom one is dead and another is partially 
relapsed. In April, 1823, the Independent 
Missionaries in Calcutta baptized their first 


and only convert, but they have hopes of | 


two others. 

“The result of my own observations, of 
my examinations, of the different missiona- 
ty accounts to which I have had access, and 


of my inquiries from those who, in some | 


cases, have had better means of knowing or 
being informed than myself, is, that the num- 
ber of native converts, properly so called, 
now living, and in full communion with one 
or another of the Protestant missionary 
churches, does not exceed three hundred. 
it will give me pleasure to see it proved 
that there are nearly a thousand baptized 
natives; but it will not surprise me if an ac- 
curate investigation should shew that the 
number of persons is even less than that 
which I have stated. Whateverbe the num- 
ber of real converts, however many of them 
have relations, children, friends, and ac- 
quaintances, who, although not converts, 
may be considered as belonging to the na- 
tive Christian population, on account of their 
being brought, in a greater or less degree, 
within the sphere of Christian instruction. 
The number of these it would be still more 


Are those Hindoos who profess Christiani- 
ty respectable for their understanding, their 
morals, and their condition in life?” 


To this question it is replied by Adam 
that he had known but one person, who ap- 
peared from his writings to be a man of much 
reflection. As to their morals, he states 
that in The Friend of India,” a paper pub- 
lished by the Missionaries, some laboured 
and inconsistent attempts have been made 
to set them off to advantage: the respond- 
ent continues as follows: 


“It would be absurd to deny that there 
are those who, if they had possessed the ad- 
vantages which educated Europeans have 
enjoyed, would perhaps have equally well 
improved them. All that I mean to say is, 
that with the very few advantages which 
they have enjoyed, none, as far as I know, 
have discovered any reach of intellect calcu- 
lated to excite the respect of their country- 
men orto promise future usefulness amongst 
them. 


** Another remark that presents itself is, 
that I have never known any other Mission- 
ary who has entertained so high an opinion 
of the moral character of the native Chris- 
tians, as is here expressed. On the contrary, 
I have always understood that the impres- 
sion respecting them, on the minds of those 
Missionaries who have had opportunities of 
personal observation, was much less in their 
favor, and if my information is correct, such 
descriptions ofthem have not met with the 
entire approbation of the elder, and perhaps 
less sanguine colleague, of the writer in the 
Friend of India. In delivering my opinion, 
it would be unjust if I were to bring a charge 
of immorality against a body of men, some 
of whom I have never seen or known.— 
From what I have known of them person- 
ally, or have received on good authority, I 
am inclined to think that they are in some 
respects superior to their idolatrous coun- 
trymen of the same rank and station, and 
perhaps in other respects inferior to their 
former selves. Speaking in a general way 
so as to admit of exceptions, it may I think 
be said with truth, that they have improved 
more in the active than in the passive, in 
the social than in the personal virtues: in 
self-respect and in benevolence to others, 


uhsatisfactory to compute.” 


than In humility and self-government. The 
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former are those virtues, in which Hindoos 
are most deficient; hitherto the native 
Christians have been most wanting in the 
Jatter. But although this is contrary to 


what might be wished, it is nothing more | 


than might be expected. It. is natural to 
the human mind to pass from one extreme to 
another. 
less degree, with the first Gentile converts 
to Christianity, and such probably will al- 
ways be the case with those who suddenly 
ehange their religion, and who, with the er- 
rors, are compelled by intolerance to relin- 
quish also the habitual restraints, of that in 
which they have been educated. If I were 
required to adduce facts, in corroboration of 
the less favorable view whieh I~ have given 
of the character of the native Christians, I 
would refer to the comparative frequency of 
suspensions, and excommunications, from 
church fellowship, and of apostacies from 
the christian faith and profession, i. e. the 
frequency of these compared with the ac- 
tual number of native converts.” 


On their condition of life the writer says: 

“© All the converts that I have ever known 
or of whom I have ever heard are depen 
dentin their circumstances, having no means 
of subsistence but from their own labour or 
from the charity of others. Some are em- 
ployed as domestic servants, others as com- 
positors, &c. in printing offices, and others 


_ as itinerant preachers, at a rate of salary not | 


more than a domestic servant or a composi- 
tor receives. Those at Jessore are princi- 
pally of that class denominated Ryots, that 
is, husbandmen or cultivators of the ground, 
and others were before their conversion not 
accustomed to any regular occupation, ci- 
ther wandering in an unsettled manner over 
the country, or (see Monthly Friend of India, 
for May, 1820, pp. 137, 138,) living in idle 
ness in the houses of their wealthy relatives. 
There may be native converts who possess 
a competency, without the necessity of hay- 
ing a stated employment or of receiving 
gratuitous support, but I have never known 
or heard of any of this description. Accord- 
ing to Hindoo law all heritable property is 
forfeited by a relinquishment of Hindooism; 
but I have not learned that this law was ever 
required to be enforced against any Hindoo 
who had embraced Christianity. 


Such was the case, although in a | 
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CoLaunovn, in his treatise on the Police 
of the Metropolis of London, computes, from 
pretty correct data, that in that city, in- 
cluding all classes of depraved persons, 
“above 20,000 individuals rise every 
morning, without knowing how or by what 
means they are to be supported through the 
passing day, and in many instances, where 
they are to lodge the succeeding night.” 


The same writer estimates that the annual 
amount and value of the depredations com- 
mitted on public and private ‘property, in 
the same city and vicinity, by thefts, bur- 
glaries, counterfeiting, and swindling, is not 
less than £2,000,000; a sum nearly equal 
to nine millions of dollars!!| What a com- 
ment this on the sunguinary code of Eng- 
land, in which tuzrr is punished by 
DEATH. 


In a debate in the British house of Com- 
mons on the bill for building new churches, 
one of the members (Hume) said he could 
prove to the conviction of every man, that 
the fee simple of the revenue of the clergy 
of the Established Church, would sell for 
$200,000,000. With such an immense pro- 
perty, was it fair to take money from dis- 
senters who built their own churches, to 
build new churches which were not wanted 
for the establishment?’ [One thing is want- 
ed, all over Christendom, a pure, disinte- 
rested ministry, going forth in the power 
and spirit of the Gospel of Christ. Such a 
ministry onee established, there will be 
no occasion for legislative interference to 
build houses for the preachers. There are 
hundreds of the English clergy, who are so 
depraved, that they cannot assemble congre- 
gations to occupy the churches already 
built! /) 

In the Diary of a Baptist missionary 
(Sutton) is the following notice: “ Jan. 8th. 
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Several Hindoos were inquiring of me to- 
day, how they could forsake sin; for, said 
they, we are all directed by fate, every thing 
is dieiieil whether sin or holiness.” I know 
not what answer a true Calvinist could give 
to sucha question, secing his own creed 
has it thus: “The decrees of God are his 
elernal purpose, according to the counsel of 
his own will, whereby for his own glory, // 
hath fore-ordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 
(See Conf. of Faith.) 


How to build a Convent.—“ The Emperor 
Napoleon, while confined in St. Helena, was 
one day conversing with a friend about pat- 
ron saints, and related the following as an 
explication of the use made by the Catholic 
priests of that doctrine:— 

recollect, when I was in Italy, a priest 
preaching about a poor sinner who had de- 
parted this life. His soul appeared before 
God, and he was required to give an ac- 
count of all his actions. The evil and the 
good were afterwards thrown into opposite 
scales, in order to see which preponderated. 
That containing the good proved the light- 
est, and instantly flew up to the beam. His 
poor soul was condemned to the infernal re- 
gions, conducted by angels to the bottom- 
less pit, delivered over to devils, and thrown 
into the flames. Already, said the preacher, 
had the devouring element covered his feet 
and legs, and proceeded upwards even un- 
to his bowels; in his vitals, oh! brethren, 
he felt them. He sunk, and only his head 
appeared above the waves of fire, when he 
cried out to God, and afterwards to his pat- 
ron saint, “Oh! patron look down upon me; 
Oh! take compassion on me, and throw into 
the scale of my good deeds, all the lime and 
stone which 1 gave to repair the convent 
of ——.”’ His saint instantly took the hint, 
gathered together all the lime and stone, 
threw them into the scale of good, which 
immediately preponderated; the scale of 
evil sprung up to the beam, and the sinner’s 
soul into paradise at the same moment.— 
Now you see by this, brethren, how useful 
it is to keep the convents in repair, for had 
it not been for the lime and stone bestowed 
by this sinner, his poor soul would, even 
now, children, be consuming in hell-fire; 
‘and yet you are se blind as to let the cen- 


— 


vent and the church, built by your fene- 
fathers, fall to ruin. 

* At this time, continued Napoleon, he 
wanted to get a new convent built, and had 
recourse to this expedient to procure mo- 
ney, which after this, poured in upon them 
from all quarters.’ ” 


Reader! spare thy indignation at the vile 
craft of this priest, and thy pity of the igno- 
rance of his hearers, and take a surv ey of 
Protestgnt christendom, and of what is trans- 
acting at thy own door: for here, substitu- 
ting dollars and cents for “stone and mor- 
tar,” thou mayst perceive the same craft— 
the same gross conceptions. Out of hun- 
dreds of proofs, I present thee with the fol- 
lowing as specimens:— 


In a discourse, delivered by Philip Lind- 
say before the Presbytery of New Bruns- 
wick, Oct. 6, 1818, is the following: “ Hap- 
py the man, who, whilst he is prospered in 
business, knows how to bestow tothe des? 
account, [i. e. to the clergy] the fruits of 
prosperity. Verily, he shall be prospered 
more abundantly in this life, and in the life 
to come, he shall wear a brighter crown, than 
all the wealth of created worlds could furs 
nish’? !! 

A ae Jacob Sherred, a few years ago, 
bequeatlied a large amount, not of “stone 
and mortar,” but of dollars, to a theological 
seminary, (instead of a convent.) On this 
act, the editor of the Christian Repository, 
in No. 1. says: “Mr. S— has done well~ 
has obeyed his Lord’s command, ‘ Lay up 
treasure in heaven.’ 


SELECTED. 


The following piece of history, written ix 
the last century, includes a salutary caution 
to all the world, to guard against a meRcer- 
NARY PRIESTHOOD. 


The following quotation is taken from one of 
the Political Discourses upon Sallust the 
Roman historian.-—It is the fourth section 
of the discourse, “ Of the Mutability of Gov- 
ernment.” The passage is extremely euri- 
ous, and I think seasonable. 


“The settlement made by the Jesuits, up- - 


on the river Paraguay in America, is exs 
tremely remarkable. ‘These good fathers, 
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every where indefatigable in improving their |] the mighty treasures of joy and liberty, 


apostolic talents, and turning souls into ec- 
clesiastical traffic and power, began there, 
by drawing together into one fixed habita- 
tion, about fifty families of wandering In- 
dians, whom they had persuaded to take 
their word implicitly for whatever they told 
them: for this is what they call conversion; 
and is, indeed, the true art of making Cath- 
elics, who have no other ground for their 
faith, but the assertions of their priests. 

“From this beginning, and such encou- 
ragement, the assiduous fathers, ranging 
the country, and dazzling the stupid savages 
with their shining beads, charming them 
with their pious tales and grunaces, their 
tuneful devotions and high professions, made 
such a harvest of converts as to form a com- 
monwealth, or rather an empire of souls: 
for every convert is a subject most blindly 
obedient. 

“The holy fathers, not fifty in number, 
are thus sovereigns of a noble country, 
larger than some kingdoms and better peo- 
pled. It is divided into several large dis- 
tricts, each of them governed by a single 
Jesuit, who is, as it were, a provincial prince, 
but more powerful and revered, and better 
obeyed, than any Europezn, or even any 
eastern monarch. His word is - only a 
law, but an oracle; his nod infers supreme 
command: he is absolute lord of life and 
death, and property; may inflict capital 
punishment for the lightest offence; and is 
more dreaded, therefore more obeyed, than 
the Deity. His first ministers and officers, 
civil and military, are doomed by him to the 
meanest punishments, and whipped not only 
like common slaves, but like common felons: 
nor is this all their punishment, at least all 
their abasement, which to a man of spirit is 
the worst punishment. Whilst they are yet 
marked and mangled with the lash, they run 
(colonels and captains run) and kneel be- 
fore their holy sovereign, condemn them- 
selves for having incurred his pious dis- 
pleasure, and humbly kissing his reverend 
sleeve, thank him for the fatherly honour 
he had done them, in correcting them like 
dogs. 

“So much vassallage is part, and an im- 
portant article, of their conversion. They 
are even pleased with their servitude, and 
care not what they do and snffer here, for 


which are insured to them hereafter by the 
good father; who gives them all that he has 
to give in the next world, and, by way of 
barter and amends, takes all that they have 
in the present. 

“The poor Indians cultivate the ground, 
dig and plough, and reap and sow; they 
make stuffs, and other manufactures; they 
rear fowls, they breed cattle, they carry bur- 
dens, and labour hard above ground, as well 
as under it, where, in sweat and darkness, 
and in peril of perishing, they drudge in the 
mines. Yet with all this industry, they earn 
nothing, nothing for themselves. All their 
earnings, all the profit and advantages, ap- 
pertain not to them, but solely to the good 
father, their spiritual sovereign, who re- 
wards them to the full with what costs him 
nothing—blessings and masses, and distant 
prospects. Their grain and manufactures 
are all carried into his warehouses, their 
cattle and fowl into his yards, their gold 
and silver into his treasury. They dare not 
wear a rag of their own spinning, nor taste 
a grain of their own sowing, nor a bit of meat 
of their own feeding, nor touch the metal of 
their own producing ; norso much as an egg’ 
from the hens they rear. They themselves 
are fed and subsisted, from day to day, by a 
limited allowance, furnished them by the ap- 
pointment, and at the mercy, of their great 
lord, a small priest. 

under all these discouragements, 
(which are to them, who seem to have sacri- 
ficed their feeling, as well as their reason, 
to the sorcery of superstition) they are dili- 
gent and laborious to the last degree, and 
vie with one another for the high price and 
distinction bestowed by the father upon 
such as excel most in their work and indus- 
try, even the bewitching honour of kissing 
his sleeve. The second commandment in 
their table of duties is, to fear the Jesuit, and 
obey him: as the two next are much akin to 
it, and of the like tendency, even, fo study 
humanity, and to contemn all worldly goods. 
The precept, of fearing God, seems to be 
prefixed for form, and in policy only, since 
it is impossible there should be any know- 
ledge of God where the exercise of reason 
is not known, nor permitted; nor can God be 
said to be regarded by those who us¢ the 
images of Ged like beasts, 
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** All these stores and warchouses, so {| to fasten their doors, upon any such occa- 


‘much grain, so many manufactures, from 


so fine, so large, and so plentiful a country, 
abounding in. mines, in rivers, and meadows 
full of horses, and sheep, and black cattle, 


_ of timber and fruit-trees, of flax and indigo, 


hemp and cotton, sugar, drugs, and medici- 
nal herbs, must enable these good fathers, 
who have renounced all wealth, and the 
world itself, to carry on an infinite and most 
fucrative trade, in which, though they have 
vowed poverty, they are extremely active, 
and consequently, must make that Jesuit- 
ical government a mest powerful one. It 
hath advantages which no other government 
ever had; an absolute independency upon 
its people, or their purses; the whole wealth 
ef the country in its present possession; the 
people absolutely submissive and resigned 
to its good pleasure, ard all its calls; no fac- 
tions; not a malcontent; an army of sixty 
thousand men, all tame and tractable, devot- 
ed to blind obedience, commanded in chief 
by a Jesuit, and obstinately averse to be 
commanded by any other general; a vast 
sevenue of many millions; no trouble in 
taxing, no time lost in collecting taxes. 
Such a government, whilst it proceeds 
upon the same principles, is unchangeable. 
No wonder these Jesuits are extremely jea- 
fous and tender, not only in keeping the 
poor Indians slaves to ignorance and bigot- 
Ty, in order to keep them slaves to them- 
selves; but in concealing so much empire 
and wealth from all the world, especially 
from Spain, from whence they were sent at 
the expense of that crown, to convert the 
Indians, and make them subjects to the 
Spanish monarchy. The good fathers are 
90 far from meaning any such thing, that 
they not only carefully avoid teaching them 
the Spanish tongue, but press it upon them 
as a point of conscience, not to converse 
with the Spaniards. If any Spaniard hap- 
pen to come amongst them (a thing which 
the Jesuits are so fur from encouraging, 
that they care not to see it) he is indeed 
eivilly used, but carefully confined within 
the walls of their holy citadel, the Presbyte- 
Ty; or if, by earnest intreaty, he obtain leave 
to walk through the town, he is closely 
guarded by the Jesuit at his side, and sees 
not an Indian in the streets; for the Indians 
are ordered to shut themselves up, and 


sion. 

Besides, these vigilant fathers keep five 
or six thousand men, employed in several 
detachments, (apostolic troops!) to watch 
and scour the frontiers, in order to cut off 
all intercourse with the neighbouring coun- 
tries, not yet subjected to the good fathers. 
Towards one of their frontiers particularly, 
lest the rich mines in it might invite a settle- 
ment from abroad, they have destroyed all 
the horses, in order to discourage any such 
settlement. For these self denying friars, 
who are sworn to poverty, have an ardent 
zeal to secure all these wealthy mines to 
themselves for religious uses. 

These poor, rich, humble, sovereign mis- 
sionaries, as they are masters of such im- 
mense wealth, all consecrated to their own 
use, that is, to the use of religion, make a 
proper display ofit. The churches are spa- 
cious, magnificent in their structure, and 
set off with all pomp and decorations, grand 
porticoes and colonnades, rich altars, adorn- 
ed with bas reliefs, pictures in frames of 
massy gold, and saints of solid silver, the 
foot and sides covered with cloth of gokl, 
and the pedestals with plates of gold; the 
pyx or box for the sacrament, of gold, set 
round with emeralds and other jewels; the 
vessels and candlesticks made of gold; the 
whole, when illuminated, making a show-al- 
most beyond belief. A proper bait for the 
eyes of deluded Indians, who, by such fine 
sights, and the pious mountebankry attend- 
ing them, are retained in due awe and won- 
der! 

The princely person of the poor Jesuit is 
suitably lodged in a spacious palace, con- 
taining grand apartments, furnished with 
many pictures and images, with proper lodg- 
ings for his train of officers and domestics; 
the quadrangles and gardens all in propor- 
tion; the whole court making a square of 
some miles. Observe, that ail the many op- 
ulent warehouses belonging to the holy dis- 
interested man, are contained in it. 

Such is the situation, such the state and 
inimitable authority, of every Jesuit in Par- 
aguay. There are but forty odd of these 
monks in all that great tract of country, and 
in it they have above a million of souls, nat 
only to obey them, but to worship them; nor 
do these, their sightless and abject slaves, 
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know any other God: for where the true | While the dark tempest’s terrots last, 

God is ever so little known, no man will |} We guess at evils round us; 

worship friars, who always paint him as like | The clouds disperse, we stand aghast; 4 
themselves, as they themselves are, in real- | Its ravages confound us. % 


ity, unlike him.” 

The thunder’s roar, the lightning’s gleam 
Might seem a vision only; 

But when we know we do not dreamin, 


The stillness! oh, how lonely! 
VERSES, One hope in such an hour is left, : 
And may this hour reveal it; 
Occasioned by an affecting instance of sudden | 14%, who hath thus of bliss bereft é 
death, The heart, has power to heal it. 


Thou didst not sink by slow decay, \ “ 
O arest te 
Like seme who live the longest; || Our dearest hopes he would not crush, 


| And pass unheeded by them; 
But every tie was wrench’d away, . 


Nor bid our eyes with sorrows gush, 
{ Unless his Love could dry them. 
lot like thine may justly make 
The sanguine doubt to-morrow: 

And, in the hearts of others, wake 


Alternate fear and sorrow. 


| A bruised reed We will not break: 
But hearts that bow before Him, 
| Shall own his Mercy while they ache, ; 
| And gratefully adore Him! 
| 


Well may we fear; for who can think ee See 


On thee, so latcly living, 
Loving and lov’d, and yet not shrink 
With somewhat of misgiving? 


——_ 


AGENTS FOR THE BEREAN. 


For thee, and those around thee. New-Ganrpen, Pa.—Enoch Chandler. 


Danny, Pa.—John I. 

| Curster, Pa.—Ldward Darlington, esq. 

| Lonnon-Grove, Pa.—William Chandler. 
Cantwe.v’s Brince, De).—Joseph Tatmar. 


Well may we mourn; for cold indeed, In & Walter, Book- 
As thou, since death has found thee, sellers, 87 Market strect. : 
Must be the heart that does not bleed New-York—James V’. Seaman. ‘ 


A Daughter, Mother, Sister, Wife, 
At noon, Life smil’d before thee: 
The night brought nature’s mortal strife, 
The day—Death’s conquest o’er thee. 


> 


Smyrna, Del.—Jacol Penington, P. M. 
How much was done in hours so few! New-Broxswitk, N. J.—Robert Bass. 
Hopes wither’d, hearts divided: Warwesvittr, Ohio—Noah Haines, P.M. 
Joys, griefs, loves, fears, and feelings too, eathinaitniiginll 
Stern Death at once decided. Responsible agents will be entitled to ev- 


ery eleventh copy, gratis. 
With thee, ’tis over! There are some, 


Who, in mute consternation, 
Eearfully shrink from hours to come Numbers from the commencement of thr ~ 


Of heartfelt desolation. | work, can be furnished to future subscribers. 


cvenr Trespar, av $2 PER ANNUM, MALE YEARLY IN ADVARUT: 
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